PATENT 

Attorney Docket No.: 017887-013000US 


INTEGRATION OF INSTANT MESSENGING WITH INTERNET 

SEARCHING 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
[0031] Techniques for integrating instant messaging with Internet search features are 
provided. An instant messaging (IM) application allows users to launch a search of the 
Internet or the World Wide Web for information about another IM user or another topic. If 
an IM user wishes to locate information relating to a friend, a search is performed through a 
database of registered IM members to locate a user profile for the friend. If the friend's 
profile is found, the profile is displayed to the IM user. An IM application can also launch a 
Internet search for information relating to a topic or a friend. The IM application can link to 
an Internet search engine to search the Internet for web sites relating to the topic or person. 
Search results from an Internet search can be sorted based on information about a friend that 
is stored in the friend's user profile. 
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